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Just Being There: Our Alaska Experience as Sitka Lutheran Church Volunteers
By: Gail Colahan

Sitka is located on the west coast of Baranof Island in the Alaska panhandle. Most of the island lies
within the limits of the Tongass National Forest, a temperate rainforest, rich with wildlife and scenic
vistas. Inhabited by Tlingit for over 10,000 years, ruled by Russia starting in 1799, then transferred from
Russia to the US in 1867, this island community of 8,400 people continues to reflect characteristics of these
varied cultures. For over 30 years the abundance of nature, scenery and cultural heritage has attracted
cruise ships to Sitka. For most of that time 8itka Lutheran Church (SLC) has supported a summer volunteer
program to assist the church in being a welcoming presence amidst a burgeoning tourist presence, which
numbered nearly 600,000 in 2023 when we participated as volunteers.

Flash back to June 2019 when we first visited Sitka, not as cruise passengers but as plane travelers on
a self-guided tour throughout Southeast Alaska. It just so happened we were in Sitka on Sunday morning
so we decided to go to worship after finding an ELCA church within walking distance of our hotel. Entering
the church, we read from hallway signage that in 1840 while Sitka was a Russian colony, Finns founded SLC
making it the oldest Protestant congregation on the US West Coast. Included with other historical signage
hung a poster declaring “Volunteers Wanted”. The sign combined with our fascination with the church’s
origins, its geographic location, and the history and culture of this place prompted us to make further
inquiries. We learned about SLC’s program inviting volunteers to come to Sitka for a month to welcome
summer cruise ship visitors to SLC, with the SLC faith family providing housing and the use of a car during
the volunteers’ stay. Our intrigue with the idea of such an opportunity prompted us to complete an
interest form despite knowing we weren’t in a position at the time to make such a commitment.

Four years later we found ourselves in 8itka. Driving into town to open the church, we marveled at
vistas of Sitka Sound and surrounding forest-covered land while passing marinas filled with fishing
vessels. On days when large cruise ships were in port, Greg greeted visitors outside SLC’s front door,
enticing them with the smell of freshly popped popcorn and the query, “Did you know that Sitka Lutheran
is the oldest Protestant congregation on the west coast?”. Gail provided a brief overview of the church’s
history and pointed out historical objects from the original 1843 church for the curious who ventured
inside, and at times drifted into conversations about faith and the church. All visitors received a warm
welcome whether they choose to hear the church’s history, find solitude in the sanctuary, take a much-
needed rest break, or buy some popcorn.

While Greg often felt frustrated when people just walked by with their heads down (probably in part
due to the modern fagade of SLC’s 3rd church building as compared to the original features of the nearby
Russian Orthodox Cathedral), he did experience some gratifying encounters - a conversation with a
gentleman from China who was interested in talking about the history of Sitka and well-wishers who knew
about SLC’s volunteer program and just wanted to say hi. On the day we transitioned with the previous
volunteers, Greg stood alongside Kurt out in front of the church. A family walking by stopped and
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requested a prayer for their child who had a health affliction. Kurt, an ordained pastor, knelt down close to
the child in the stroller and proceeded to offer a prayer. Afterwards, the family departed in peace and Greg
and Kurt shared their thankfulness in being able to honor the family’s request.

On another day with few visitors in town, two seasonal shuttle bus drivers walked into the church.
After Gail guided them to the sanctuary to share the church’s story, the gentleman asked for time to pray.
Sensing the gravity of his request, Gail invited him to stay as long as necessary and indicated she would
request visitors quietly respect his being there until he was ready to leave. It was at least a half hour
before he and his friend emerged from the sanctuary and shared that his sister was dying and he couldn’t
be with her and that his time spent in prayer in the church had been the best way for him to face the crisis.
Thanks be to God.

In addition to our encounters with visitors, the people of Sitka Lutheran Church blessed us with the
warmest of welcomes. Pastor Rudd shared personal and church background and introduced us to Alaska
Synod’s Bishop Shelly during a SLC hosted Southeast Cluster Meeting. Heather, the secretary who grew up
in Sitka, assisted with everything from the latest cruise schedule updates to lending intriguing details and
answers to questions about Sitka’s more recent history. Sue provided a tour around town to familiarize us
with the schools, hospitals, and businesses that are part of the daily life of this area and took us to a refuge
for orphaned bear cubs. Paula, another parishioner, gifted us with sweet treats and invited us to her house
for a grilled salmon dinner. Wayne guided us through the Alaska wilderness on a glorious hike past
cascades and waterfalls to Bear Lake. Harvey and Kathleen, managers of the SLC volunteer program,
provided not only a place to stay but enjoyable storytelling over meals and desserts. Even the neighbors
extended their welcome with soup and muffins. We were truly humbled by the kindness, generosity,
hospitality, and support we received.

Just being there was such a wonderful experience on so many levels - experiencing what it’s like to
be strangers welcomed into a community, serving as volunteers at SLC, living for 5 weeks on an island ina
different environment, exploring the beauty and wonder of the Tongass rainforest and its wildlife,
learning about the history and cultures that influenced and characterize Sitka, meeting and talking with
people from around the world, and getting to know and become friends with the SLC faith family. We will
never know the impact of our being there for most tourists who visited the church. However, SLC
parishioners were abundantly grateful and thanked us profusely for assisting in their being a welcoming
presence. We also know that the experience had a profound impact on us. Just being there we experienced
so many wonderful God moments and blessings - lives touched, joy witnessed, beauty revealed,
friendships made. We are so much richer for having had the opportunity to live in a different place and
serve ag volunteers for Sitka Lutheran Church.

Keynote Speaker: Marie Anne serves as the Senior Director for Building
Resilient Communities (BRC) at the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). Ms. Sliwinski has 20 years of experience working in the non-profit
sector, 14 of which are dedicated in international humanitarian and
development programs. Ms. Sliwinski oversees BRC, which draws together the
ministries of ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster Response, AMMPARO and
the ELCA’s Social Ministry Organization to share knowledge, collaborate
effectively, invest in new ideas and foster new opportunities for the ELCA,
partners, companions and neighbors to strive together “for justice and peace in
all the earth.” Marie Anne holds a master’s degree in international relations from
the University of Chicago, and currently resides in the Chicago suburb with her
hushand and two children. Register today at nepasynod.org/assembly2024/





image1.jpg
HOLY TRINITY NEWS

APRIL 2024 VOLUME 59 NO. 04

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 610-826-2524
502 LAFAYETTE AVE. PALMERTON, PA 18071

E-MAIL htlcoppa@ptd.net

WEBSITE HolyTrinityPalmerton.org
FACEBOOK facebook.com/HolyTrinityPalmerton
REV. MICHAEL FROST 570-620-8189

PASTOR E-MAIL ADDRESS htpastor@ptd.net




image2.jpg
Holy Trinity Palmerton

e April 2024 May 2024
>3 -.—— NONh SuMo TuWe Th Fr Sa SuMo TuWe Th Fr Sa
123456 1234
7 8 910111213 56 7 8 91011
14 1516 17 18 19 20 121314 1516 17 18
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30 31
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Mar 31 Apr 1 2 3 4 5 6
| Office Hours | || Office Hours Office Hours | 10:30am Bible Office Hours
9:00am - 9:00am - 9:00am - Study (Adult 9:00am -
1 _1.00pm i [l 1:00pm. 1:00pm | SSRoom) OO N 02 W
m 7:00pm Boy :00am Thrift | m 5:30pm Girl ~
Scouts | fl_Shop | Scouts |
7 8 - 10 12 13
10:15am | |[Office Hours | || Office Hours Office Hours 1 Office Hours
% Worship 9:00am - 9.00am - 9:00am - “ Study (Adult 9:00am -
, i ] 00pm | |1 1:000m | SSRoom) | || 100pm
| 3:15pm Girl —sooua Boy ﬁ ﬁ 9:00am Thrift
Scouts (Small _Scouts __Shop
ploom. . ]
_mwous |
_Scouts Troop.
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
1 10:15am Office Hours | || Office Hours OfficeHours | | 10:30am Bible | || Office Hours
| Worship 9:00am - | 9:00am - 9:00am - Study (Adult 9:00am -
| Senvicein 1:00pm__ | 1:.00pm._ 1:00pm |_SSrRoom) | || 1:00pm
ﬁ __Churchand | | 8:00am Teri | | 9:00am Thrift 5:30pm Girl
| 3:15pm Girl Baking in _Shop | __Scouts
Scouts (Small
room
. attached to
21 22 23 24 25 26 o7
[ 10:15am | [[office Hours Office Hours Office Hours - 10:30am Bible Office Hours
| Worship 9:00am - 9:00am - 9:00am - Study (Adult 9:00am -
| Senvicein | | 1:00pm__ | [l 1:00pm | [l SSRoom) | |i 1:00pm
| 3:15pm Girl 7 9:00am Thrift :00pm Girl
Scouts (Small __Scouts |__Shop Scouts 301
~foom. |(Small room..
| 5:30pm Girl w 00pm Camera
|| Scouts Troop ..\Q:_o‘ 5
28 29 30 May 1 2 3 4
| 10:15am | [[OfficeHours | || Office Hours
| Worship 9:00am - 9:00am -
| Servicein 00pm._ _1:.00pm.____ |
_Churchand :00pm Boy gmi Thrift _
Amna Girl __Scouts hop o
Scouts (Small
room
_attached to
1 03/26/2024 10:29 AM





image3.jpg
HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN

APRIL 2024

From the Pastor’s Desk —
April 2024

“Songs of Thanksgiving & the
Sound of Rejoicing”

) "8 Thus says the LORD:

1 am going to restore the fortunes of the tents of
Jacob and have compassion on his dwellings;
the city shall be rebuilt upon its mound
and the citadel set on its rightful site.

9 Out of them shall come thanksgiving
and the sound of merrymakers.

1 will make them many, and they shall not be
few;

1 will make them honored, and they shall not be
disdained.

20 Their children shall be as of old; their
congregation shall be established before me,
and | will punish all who oppress them.

! Their prince shall be one of their own;
their ruler shall come from their midst;
| will bring him near, and he shall approach me,
for who would otherwise dare to approach me?
says the LORD.

2 And you shall be my people,
and | will be your God.
(Jeremiah 30:18-22 NRSV-U)

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

In love for us, the Eternal Son of the
Father from before the foundation of the
earth came among us, as one of us in all
ways, yet without sin. Jesus of Nazareth, the
Incarnate Son of God, born of the Virgin
Mary, gave his life for us, that we might be
reconciled to God. He walked the path set
before him in the Father’s will, suffered at the
hands of the powers of this world, both
political and religious, dying on a Roman
cross, in so doing defeating the powers of
sin and death. On the third day, thanks be to
God, the tomb was empty for Jesus had
been raised from death, never to die again.

There is no more glorious good news
than this. There has never been a message

more joyous than the proclamation that the
crucified Jesus has been raised from the
dead, that, in his rising, he is now Lord of all
things and Savior of the world. As we enter
this new month, we have embarked on what
Christian tradition calls “the week of weeks”,
the 50-day celebration of the resurrection of
Christ. Easter is far more than one Sunday
for bunnies and chicks, for chocolate and
jelly beans. It is the most important event in
human history and we continue our
celebration for seven weeks, all the way to
the Day of Pentecost, this year on the

19" of May.

Last year we embarked on a silly way of
celebrating the joy of Christ’s victory over sin
and death by marking the first Sunday after
Easter Sunday as Holy Humor or Holy
Hilarity Sunday — making it a day for
laughing at the devil who thought he had
beaten Jesus. Our worship setrvice will
include humorous hymns, some jokes and
funny stories, AND (this is where you come
in) all of us coming to church as funny
looking disciples of our risen Savior and
Lord. Come up with costumes, hats, masks,
colorful outfits . . . whatever you can come
up with as we laugh together and joyously
celebrate our Lord’s victory. | have to tell
you: last year the folks at Holy Trinity really
stepped up in this department. We had a
good time at St. Matthew’s as well, but there
weren't as many people there who went
quite as crazy in the clothing aspect of the
day. 'm hoping that both congregations up
their game for this year's celebration. This is
a day for going all out. Let’s add to the fun by
making it an “Invite a Friend to Church
Sunday” as well. May this be a Sunday to fill
the church with people overflowing with joy
and laughter in our victorious Lord.

Blessings to you and Peace in the Risen
Jesus

Pastor Mike
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BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
Mondays - 1:30—3:00 pm at St. Matthew’s
Thursdays - 10:30am-Noon — Holy Trinity

HOME VISITS

Home visits and shut-in visits are being planned for April.
If anyone would like to receive communion from Pastor Mike,
please call the office @ 610-826-2524.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

Pastor Mike will have children’s
sermons on the second Sunday of each month.

OFTICE HOURS

T %

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

April 7,2024 COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Rich Hyer

Ushers: Kelly & Scott Heinrich

Altar Guild: The Keblish Family

Flowers: Sosik Family (In Memory of Loved Ones)

Bulletins: Deb & Steve Hansut

Communion Bread:

Times News Ad: Fred & Betsy Masenheimer
Worship Service 10:15 AM

April 14, 2024 COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Krissy Keblish

Ushers: Ron Keblish w/Taylor, Terry Holland

Altar Guild: The Keblish Family

Flowers: Deb & Steve Hansut (Anniversary)

Bulletins: Deb & Steve Hansut

Times News Ad: Fred & Betsy Masenheimer
Worship Service 10:15 AM

;QQQN

April 21, 2024 COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Deb Hansut

Ushers: Carol Heffelfinger & Loren LaRose

Altar Guild: The Keblish Family

Flowers: Sosik Family (Karen’s Birthday)

Bulletins: Deb & Steve Hansut

Communion Bread:

Times News Ad: Fred & Betsy Masenheimer
Worship Service 10:15 AM

April 28, 2024 COMMUNION

Assisting Minister: Lairy Arner

Ushers: Rich & Jeanette Hyer

Altar Guild: The Keblish Family

Flowers: Marlene Bollinger

Bulletins: Deb & Steve Hansut

Communion Bread:

Times News Ad: Fred & Betsy Masenheimer
Worship Service 10:15 AM

APRIL

ANNIVERSARIES Appe _.zz::.;.::
April 20 James & Janice Brown 61 years

April29 Donald & Teri Delich 46 years

April 20 Stephen & Deb Hansut 22 years

WE WISH YOU A

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

April 02 Linda Kraftician

April 03 Heather Ring

April 06 Izabelle Barkanic

April 09 Joseph “Joey” Solt

April 10 Jessica Suarez

April 16 Christopher Jahelka e
April 17 Christopher Allen A e
April 17 Eric Berger ;

April 18 Scott Heinrich

April 19 Kenneth Heinrich

April 25 Taylor Pryce

April 25 Zoe Salter

April 26 Kira Reph

April 27 Justin Kuneck

[NOTE: If we have omitted your birthday or anniversary, please let
us know.J
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HOLY TRINITY ACTION FINANCE
MINISTRIES
Feb. Monthly Envelope Offering: $ 6,543
Feb. St. Matthews Pastoral Service $ 3,300
THRIFT SHOP e o
- ‘eb. itional Income ¥
TUESDAY 9AM-12:30PM . h e
‘eb. Monthly Expenses: i
Attendance:
February 04, 2024 Boy Scout Sunday 41
February 11, 2024 43
February 18, 2024 42
February 25, 2024 47

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Apr2l  6:30 p.m. Council Meeting
COUNCIL MEMBERS
Terry Holland President
Jon Kistler Vice-President
Karen Talamantes Secretary
Larry Arner Treasurer
Jim Miller Asst. Treas.
Steve Berger
Gerry Dorshimer
Scott Heinrich
Krissy Keblish
Ron Keblish
Eric Reif
Ray Talamantes
FINANCIAL PERSONNEL
Larry Arner Treasurer
Carol Heffelfinger Financial Sec.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

Solar Eclipse—April 8

What Northeast Pa. can expect
from the Solar Eclipse.

There are several completely safe ways to
view the solar eclipse on April

8. Although not a total eclipse here, the
partially eclipsed sun will be spectacular,
its effect on the landscape unmistakable
as the sunshine diminishes.

Viewing the brilliant sun on any day re-
quires special eye protection or finding
indirect ways to view it.

Total solar eclipses are exceedingly rare
as seen from any given place. Even with-
out being in the full shadow of the moon,
as seen from Northeastern Pennsylvania
almost 95% of the sun will be covered. All
that will be left will be a slim crescent.

As the moon passes in front of the Sun,
the shadow will trace a path southwest to
northeast, crossing Erie in northwestern
Pennsylvania and extending through mid

-upstate New York.
Source: Tri-County Independent
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EASTER FLOWERS 2024
IN MEMORY OF:

DAVID FRITZINGER — JEAN M. FRITZINGER
SONNY - CAROL

FAMILY MEMBERS THAT HAVE PASSED — VICKY HOLLAND & JIM MELDRUM
MIRIAM & SYLVESTER TURNBACH — BARBARA TURNBACH

LOVED ONES — DEB & STEVE HANSUT

HER PARENTS — CAROL BORGER

HER PARENTS — ELEANOR SCHEIRER

PARENTS OF RICH & JEANETTE HYER — RICH HYER

OREOVEC FAMILY — ANN ECKHART

SON: THOMAS SCHMIDT JR. ~ THOMAS & NADINE SCHMIDT

ED RUSIN, VIRGINIA CRACHY & GENE CRACHY — LYNN PERONE

AUNT DOROTHY BERGER — JON & JESS KISTLER

PAUL & MARTHA BERGER — STEPHEN BERGER (SON)

EASTER FLOWERS
IN HONOR OF:

MY FAMILY — THOMAS & NADINE SCHMIDT
MY GRANDCHILDREN & CHILDREN — LYNN PERONE
LYNN PERONE ‘GO BIRDS’ — JON & JESS KISTLER =
PARENTS — STEPHEN BERGER (SON)
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