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9am .
Thrift Shop
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Worship Office Hours ~ Office Hours  Office Hours
Service 8am-1pm 8am-1pm 8am-1pm
9am .
Thrift Shop
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A WORD FROM PASTOR KEN

Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Has no one
returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Rise and
go; your faith has made you well.” -Luke 11:17-19

The story about the ten lepers is of course about giving thanks; ten were healed, but
only one returned to say thank you. But it is also a story about leprosy. It is about sin.
It is about healing. It concerns forgiveness. It is about saying thank you and about
praising God. Underneath it all, it is about getting close to Jesus.

Leprosy was a disease in the ancient world that put people far off from the rest of
society. In a way, it reminds us of the "far offness" of our sin that keeps us from God
and one another. Short tempers, impatience, rash reactions, gossip, jealousy, unkind
words, disrespect, distrust. All of these things keep us far off.

Yet we cry out to Jesus. The lepers in the Gospel are humble and acknowledge their
distance. We come before God, acknowledging our sin. But Jesus doesn't keep his
distance. Sin did not push Jesus away from us. To us, Jesus gives absolution: "I
forgive you all your sins."

Now that this forgiveness removes that distance, we have the invitation to be close
to Jesus. We have that invitation to come to him in praise and thanksgiving and
worship, with no boundaries separating us.

Thanks be to God!
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HOLY TRINITY ACTION MINISTRY

o

THE BLESSINGS THRIFT SHOP:
Tuesday 9am-12:30pm

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
October 12 Aaron & Nicole Pryce 12 years
October 22 Scott & Kelly Heinrich 42 years
October 24  Robert & Lori Zellers 44 years

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
October 02 Layla Abel
October 02 Larry Arner
October 03 Jakson Ring
October 04 Brenda Kraftician
October 04 Sarah Salter
October 05 Joshua Reif
October 07 Douglas Ruch
October 09 Lily Dickson
October 12 Pamela Kleintop
October 13 Susan Arner
October 17 Nicole Jahelka
October 17 Joshua Merkel
October 19 Connor James
October 19 Sidney Kraftician
October 20 Teri Delich
October 21 Donald Berger
October 21 Katelynn Ring
October 23 Jessica Merkel
October 25 Rachael Dickson
October 25 Mackenzie Spalding
October 26 Megan Heal
October 26 Jacqueline lvancich
October 26 Angelique Tindula
October 27 Danielle Mertz
October 29 Mark Bloss
October 29 Ginny Frost
October 30 Leah Danielson
October 30 Evan LaRose

October 31 Lois Siemasko

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - WEDNESDAY S8AM-1PM

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Jon Kistler President
Steve Berger Vice-President
Rich Hyer Secretary
Larry Arner Treasurer
Jim Miller Asst. Treasurer
Krissy Keblish
Ron Keblish

Gerry Dorshimer
Scott Heinrich
Eric Reif
Gordon Walls
Terry Holland

FINANCIAL PERSONNEL

Larry Arner Treasurer
Jessica Hansen Financial Sec.
October 19 200 pm

Aug.- Monthly Envelope Offering: | $7,856
Aug.- Additional Income: $1,409
Aug.- Monthly Expenses: $7,869
Attendance:

Aug 03, 2025 27
Aug 10, 2025 29
Aug 17, 2025 36
Aug 24, 2025 39
Aug 31, 2025 41




SUNDAY WORSHIP - 9:00 AM

OCTOBER 05, 2025 COMMUNION
Assisting Minister: Rich Hyer

Ushers: Kelly & Scott Heinrich

Altar Guild: Needed

Flowers: IHO Kathy Schlecht — Krissy Keblish’s Mother

Bulletins: Deb & Steve Hansut
Communion Bread: Valerie Kleppinger
Times News / Website: Fred & Betsy Masenheimer

OCTOBER 12, 2025 COMMUNION
Assisting Minister: Krissy Keblish

Ushers: Terry Holland, Ron Keblish & Taylor Keblish

Altar Guild: Needed

Flowers: Susie & Larry Arner’s Birthdays
Bulletins: Marlene Bollinger

Communion Bread: Valerie Kleppinger

Times News / Website: Fred & Betsy Masenheimer

OCTOBER 19, 2025 COMMUNION
Assisting Minister: Deb Hansut

Ushers: Loren LaRose & Carol Heffelfinger

Altar Guild: Needed

Flowers: The Sosik Family — IMO Loved Ones
Bulletins: Needed

Communion Bread: Valerie Kleppinger

Times News / Website: Fred & Betsy Masenheimer

OCTOBER 26, 2025 COMMUNION
Assisting Minister: Larry Arner
Ushers: Rich & Jeanette Hyer
Altar Guild: Needed
Flowers: Nadine Schmidt —
IMO Husband Thomas Schmidt Sr.
Bulletins: Needed
Communion Bread: Valerie Kleppinger
Times News / Website: Fred & Betsy Masenheimer

BIBLE STUDY
THURSDAYS 10:30-12:00

HOME VISITS

Home visits and shut-in visits are being planned.
If anyone would like to receive communion
from Pastor Ken, please call the office
@ 610-826-2524.




VOLUME 33 | ISSUE 10 OCTOBER 2025

NORTHEASTE a PENN K‘Wwi&t \SYNOD

[I\V/ F"‘a \I[ 1T \| \YAY ; BN " .4
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

.?

What Mission Support Looks Like

A story about our 2025 Churchwide Assembly

Almost a thousand ELCA Lutherans made their
way to toasty Phoenix, Ariz., to gather for the
2025 Churchwide Assembly from July 28 to Aug.
2. It was a joyous, thoughtful and busy week.
Alongside the normal business of the assembly —
considering resolutions, memorials and social
statements — voting members were tasked with
electing a new presiding bishop and secretary to
lead our church for the next six years.

The Rev. Yehiel Curry, who currently serves as the
bishop of the ELCA Metropolitan Chicago Synod,
was elected to serve as our new presiding bishop.
Presiding Bishop-elect Curry has a fascinating vocational story. He started his ministry as a lay mission
developer at Shekinah Chapel in Riverdale, lll., while participating in the Theological Education for Emerging
Ministries (TEEM) program in pursuit of ordination. Following his election, he told the assembly, “Perhaps
I’'m out there in one of you. | never saw myself as good enough. And so, for two years, | said no, and finally
said yes to becoming a mission developer. When | said yes, your support, this church’s support, of that
ministry meant everything. So if you want to know what your benevolence dollars [including Mission
Support] look like, it looks like me. And | want to say thank you. Thank you for your investment.”

The assembly also elected the Rev. Lucille “CeCee” Mills
to be our next secretary. Secretary-elect Mills currently
serves as assistant to the bishop and interim director for
evangelical mission in the ELCA North Carolina Synod.
Following her election, she remarked, “l have to echo our
newly elected presiding bishop and say, | am the product
of you. | am also a TEEM candidate.” Mills celebrated “a
new season for our church. | do believe that the reason
why I, an African American woman, [can stand] before
you, with no degrees in a church that loves to have
people who are educated, is because you saw the gifts
in me and the possibility and potential in me. ... |
celebrate with you that we listen to God’s call and that
we will become God'’s beloved community.”
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Both Presiding Bishop-elect Curry and Secretary-elect
Mills celebrated and gave thanks for the support of the
whole church, including the impact that the sharing of
Mission Support had on both of their ministries. Through
Mission Support, synods and the churchwide organization
provide vital funding for mission developers, new and
emerging ministries, and candidates in the TEEM program,
which prepares individuals for ordained ministry in the
ELCA, with a focus on emerging ministry contexts such as
ethnic-specific, multicultural, rural and inner-city settings.
Our next presiding bishop and secretary were both able to
answer their new calls in part because of our Mission
Support dollars and the investment made in them by the
whole church. We all say, Amen.

ELCA MISSION SUPPORT VIDEO

AVAILABLE FOR ALL TO SHARE AT GODSLOVE.ORG/MISSIONSUPPORT
Do you need a way to explain Mission Support to others? This Mission Support video details how your
congregational offering supports ministries around the world through our synods and churchwide
organization. Of the $1.6 billion given to ELCA congregations and worshiping communities as regular
offerings, most stays with the congregation to fund its vital ministry. A portion — about 5% on average —
becomes Mission Support, given by congregations to our synods. Mission Support ensures that synods can
find and equip leaders of all ages and deploy an array of ministries, including those of synod companions
and those for youth and young adults. Our synods, in turn, give a portion of that Mission Support to our
churchwide organization to fund our shared work across the country and around the world. Mission
Support is possible only because of your congregational offering. Read more stories about Mission Support
at livinglutheran.org/SOFIA.

In gratitude,

Victoria Flood, ELCA Senior Director for Congregation and Synod Support
Nick Kiger, ELCA Director for Mission Support

Karen Kretschmann, ELCA Coordinator for Storytelling Engagement

DID YOU KNOW that your Mission Support helps fund areas of the synod and ELCA like this one and
many other important initiatives? Your contributions are making a significant impact and helping others
grow in faith, supporting the synod’s lanes of Growing Young, Gaining Strength, and Going Beyond Death
to Life, along with the directions of loving like Jesus, healing like Jesus, and engaging like Jesus. To learn
more, visit godslove.org/missionsupport.

LUTHERAN 2354 Grove Road
(C\0) WORLD RELIEF  Allentown, PA

October10 & 11

Friday Oct 10 from 9:00am to 12:00pm

Saturday Oct 11 from 8:00am to 9:00am

Accepted items include Baby Care Kits, School
Kits, Personal Care Kits, and Quilts.

2nd Drop Off Location: Christ, Reading Oct 11 at 9:30am or any Friday between 9:00am and 12:00pm



RIDDLES
1: What has four fingers and a thumb, but is not living?
2: Ask this question all day long, but always get completely different answers, and yet all the answers will be correct. What is the question?
3: What loses its head in the morning but gets it back at night?
4: Four cars come to a four-way stop, each coming from a different direction. They can’t decide who got there first, so they all go forward at
the same time. All four cars go, but none crash into each other. How is this possible?
5: I have a head like a cat and feet like a cat, but I am not a cat. What am 1?
6: Who makes it, has no need of it. Who buys it, has no use for it. Who uses it can neither see nor feel it. What is it?
7: Paul’s height is six feet, he's an assistant at a butcher's shop, and wears size 9 shoes. What does he weigh?
8: Poor people have it. Rich people need it. If you eat it you die. What is it?
9: Throw away the outside and cook the inside, then eat the outside and throw away the inside. What is it?
10: What is at the end of a rainbow?
11: They come out at night without being called, and are lost in the day without being stolen. What are they?
12: What is always in front of you, but can’t be seen?
13: You’ll find me in Mercury, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn and Uranus. But never Neptune, or Venus. What am I?
14: 1 can be cracked, made, told and played. What am 1?
15: I cannot talk, but I always reply when spoken to. What am 1?
16: When is the top of a mountain similar to a savings account?
17: A man goes out for a walk during a storm with nothing to protect him from the rain. He doesn’t have a hat, a hood or an umbrella. But
by the end of his walk, there isn’t a single wet hair on his head. Why doesn’t the man have wet hair?
18: I love to dance and twist. | shake my tail as | sail away. When | fly wingless into the sky. What am 1?
19: When you stop to look, you can always see me. But if you try to touch me, you can never feel me. Although you walk towards me, |
remain the same distance from you. What am 1?
20: You see a boat filled with people. It has not sunk. But when you look back, you don’t see a single person on the boat. Why?
21: What is it that no one wants to have, but no one wants to lose either?
22: 1 welcome the day with a show of light, I stealthily came here in the night. | bathe the earthy stuff at dawn, But by noon, alas! I'm gone.
23: What goes through cities and fields, but never moves?
24: What can be touched but can't be seen?
25: In a bus, there is a 26-year-old pregnant lady, a 30-year-old policeman, a 52-year-old random woman, and the driver who is 65 years old.
Who is the youngest?
26: When it is alive we sing, when it is dead we clap our hands. What is it?
27: What can go through glass without breaking it?
28: What gets bigger the more you take away?
29: | have no life, but I can die. What am 1?
30: What kind of room has no walls, door or windows?
31: It belongs to you, but your friends use it more. What is it?
32: What two things can you never eat for breakfast?
33: I make a loud sound when I’m changing. When I do change, I get bigger but weigh less. What am 1?
34: I’m orange, I wear a green hat and I sound like a parrot. What am 1?
35: What runs all around a backyard, yet never moves?
36: Take off my skin — I won't cry, but you will! What am 1?
37: What invention lets you look right through a wall?
38: What is always on its way but never arrives?
39: Two girls were born to the same mother, on the same day, at the same time, in the same month and year, and yet they're not twins. How
can this be?
40: What has a bottom at the top?
41: What has branches, but no fruit, trunk or leaves?
42: What thrives when you feed it but dies when you water it?
43: What do you buy to eat but never consume?
44: Two fathers and two sons are in a car, yet there are only three people in the car. How?
45: A bus driver goes the wrong way down a one-way street. He passes the cops, but they don’t stop him. Why?
46: If an electric train is traveling south, then which way is the smoke going?
47: What is black when it’s clean and white when it’s dirty?
48: | have one eye but am unable to see. What am 1?
49: What two keys can’t open any door?
50: A man and his boss have the same parents but are not siblings. How is this possible?

1: A glove. 18: A kite. 35: A fence.

2: What time is it? 19: The horizon. 36: An onion.

3: A pillow. 20: All the people on board are married. 37: A window.

4: They all made right-hand turns. 21: A lawsuit. 38: Tomorrow.

5: A kitten. 22: The morning dew. 39: The two babies are two of a set of triplets.
6: A coffin. 23: Aroad. 40: Your legs.

7: Meat. 24: Someone’s heart. 41: A bank.

8: Nothing. 25: The baby of the pregnant lady. 42: A fire.

9: Corn on the cob. 26: A birthday candle. 43: Cutlery.

10: The letter W! 27: Light. 44: They are grandfather, father, and son.

11: Stars! 28: A hole. 45: He was walking.

12: The future. 29: A battery. 46: There is no smoke — it's an electric train.
13: The letter “R”. 30: A mushroom. 47: A chalkboard.

14: A joke. 31: Your name. 48: A needle.

15: An echo. 32: Lunch and dinner. 49: A monkey and a donkey.

16: When it peaks one’s interest. 33: Popcorn. 50: He’s self-employed

17: He’s bald. 34: A carrot.



October Facts, Folklore, Jokes & Happenings!

*Qctober is National Pizza Month, Popcorn Month,
Pork Month and Sausage Month.

*More candy is sold on October 28th than any other
day of the year.

*The top pumpkin-producing states — Illinois,
California, Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania and
Michigan — produce 1.31 Billion pounds of pumpkins.

*Today, nearly 35 million pounds of candy corn are
produced each year.

*Between costumes, decoration and candy,
Halloween is the second-largest commercial holiday
in America.

*Qctober’s full Moon, known as the Harvest Moon,
arrives on Monday, October 6. The Harvest Moon is
closely tied to the autumnal equinox.

*Why do leaves change colors? Did you know that fall’s vivid colors are actually hidden underneath summer’s
green? The main reason for the color change is not autumn’s chilly weather, but light—or rather, the lack of

it. The green color of leaves disappears when photosynthesis (from sunlight) slows down, and the chlorophyll
breaks down. Trees with a lot of direct sunlight will produce red leaves, while other trees may turn yellow,
orange, or brown.

SEASONAL FOLKLORE
o When deer are in a gray coat in October, expect a hard winter.
o Much rain in October, much wind in December.
« A warm October means a cold February.
« In October dung your field, and your land its wealth shall yield.

Jokes of the Momnth

Q. What is a pumpkin’s favorite sport?

A. Squash!

Q. How do you repair a broken jack-o’-lantern?

A. Use a pumpkin patch.

. Who won the skeleton costume contest?

No body.

. What happens when the horses refuse to pull the wagon in the pumpkin patch?
It turns into a neigh ride.

. What do you call a guy wearing a hockey mask at the grocery store?
. Freddy Kroger.

. Where do pumpkins hold meetings?

. In the gourd room.
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It Happened in October...

October 1, 1979 - After 70 years of American control, the Panama Canal Zone was formally
handed over to Panama.

October 2, 1968 - California's Redwood National Park was established. Redwoods are the tallest
of all trees, growing up to 400 feet (120 meters) during a lifetime that can span 2,000 years.
October 3, 1863 - President Abraham Lincoln issued a proclamation designating the last
Thursday in November as Thanksgiving Day.

October 4, 1957 - The Space Age began as the Russians launched the first satellite into orbit.
Sputnik | weighed just 184 Ibs. and transmitted a beeping radio signal for 21 days. The
remarkable accomplishment by Soviet Russia sent a shockwave through the American political
leadership resulting in U.S. efforts to be the first on the moon.

October 12, 1492 - After a 33-day voyage, Christopher Columbus made his first landfall in the
New World in the Bahamas. He named the first land sighted as El Salvador, claiming it in the
name of the Spanish Crown. Columbus was seeking a western sea route from Europe to Asia
and believed he had found an island of the Indies. He thus called the first island natives he met,
‘Indians.’

October 13, 1792 - The cornerstone of the White House was laid by George Washington. The
building, located at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, is three stories tall with over 100 rooms, and was
designed by James Hoban. In November of 1800, President John Adams and his family moved
in. The building was first known as the "Presidential Palace," but acquired the name "White
House" about 10 years after its completion. It was burned by British troops in 1814, then
reconstructed, refurbished and reoccupied in 1817.

October 19, 1987 - "Black Monday" occurred on Wall Street as stocks plunged a record 508
points or 22.6 per cent, the largest one-day drop in stock market history.

October 21, 1879 - Thomas Edison successfully tested an electric incandescent lamp with a
carbonized filament at his laboratory in Menlo Park, New Jersey, keeping it lit for over 13 hours.
October 21, 1915 - The first transatlantic radio voice message was made by the American
Telephone and Telegraph Company from Virginia to Paris.

October 24, 1929 - "Black Thursday" occurred in the New York Stock Exchange as nearly 13
million shares were sold in panic selling. Five days later "Black Tuesday" saw 16 million shares
sold.

October 26, 1825 - The Erie Canal opened as the first major man-made waterway in America,
linking Lake Erie with the Hudson River, bypassing the British-controlled lower St. Lawrence. The
canal cost over $7 million and took eight years to complete.

October 27, 1904 - The New York City subway began operating, running from City Hall to West
145th Street, the first underground and underwater rail system in the world.

October 28, 1886 - The Statue of Liberty was dedicated on Bedloe's Island in New York Harbor.
The statue was a gift from the people of France commemorating the French-American alliance
during the American Revolutionary War. Designed by Frederic Auguste Bartholdi, the entire
structure stands 300 feet (92.9 meters) tall.

October 29, 1929 - The stock market crashed as over 16 million shares were dumped amid
tumbling prices. The Great Depression followed in America, lasting until the outbreak of World
War Il.

October 31, 1941 - Mount Rushmore National Memorial was completed after 14 years of work.
The memorial contains 60-foot-tall sculptures of the heads of Presidents George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt.

October 31st - Halloween or All Hallow's Eve, an ancient celebration combining the Christian
festival of All Saints with Pagan autumn festivals. Happy Halloween!!



https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-thanks.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-rushmore.htm
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November 8th 9am-2pm

We are busy bees that continue to buzz around! We have finished another successful festival run and now we turn
our attention to the Church Bazaar.

BAZAAR NEEDS:

-DONATIONS; Cash and/or gift cards for the raffle ticket. If you would like to sponsor a gift certificate,
please see Larry or Sue Arner.

-WHITE ELEPHANT SALE; Remember, your junk may be someone else’s treasure! Handcrafted items:
we know our congregation is loaded with many talented folks, so consider donating something
handmade. Craft table sewing, knitting, crocheting, jewelry making & painted items are just a few
examples.

-BROWN BAG RAFFLE; Donations of new or handcrafted items. When you’re shopping, consider
picking up clearance items or passing along unwanted gifts that you will never use.

-BAKERS & VOLUNTEERS; As the date draws closer, we will need all hands-on deck to prepare. We
will have a bake sale. Our talented bakers will prepare their most popular items for others to purchase &
enjoy.

*Please send all monetary donations to the church office.

*All items for the bazaar can be dropped off at the thrift shop during their regular hours.

Many Gift Cards and Prizes

Crafts, Jewelry Food
Lunch Bag Raffle Raffle Tickets
Bake Sale White Elephant
ITEMS NEEDED:
o Gift Cards

o New Items for the Bag Raffle
o White Elephant Items for the Sale Tables

MOLASSES TONGUE COOKIES & APPLE DUMPLING ORDERS

OUR BAKING STAFF WILL BE PREORDERING MOLASSES TONGUE COOKIES AND
APPLE DUMPLINGS FOR THE BAZAAR. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PREORDER, PLEASE
CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE @610-826-2524 OR htlcoppa@ptd.net
PREORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED FROM OCTOBER 1 TO NOVEMBER 1. ANY
REMAINING WILL BE SOLD AT THE BAZAAR ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE BASIS.
**MOLASSES TONGUE COOKIES: $12 DOZEN, $6 HALF-DOZEN
*%*APPLE DUMPLINGS: $6 EACH
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2025 PALMERTON COMMUNITY FESTIVAL REPORT

The Palmerton Festival was a huge success! Thank you to everyone who donated their time in
the kitchen, working the event & supporting the Holy Trinity stand.
Here is the financial information from this year’s festival:

HOLY TRINITY
FESTIVAL REPORT 2025
TOTAL INCOME $10,145.00
TOTAL EXPENSES - $ 2,688.08
TOTAL PROFIT | = $ 7,456.92
FESTIVAL RENT 2026 - $  450.00
DISBURSEMENT AMT. = $ 7,006.92
% TO HOLY TRINITY $ 3,503.46
% TO CAC PAC $ 1,751.73
% TO CARBON ANIMAL + $ 1.751.73

TOTAL DISBURSED = $ 7,006.92



UPCOMING EVENTS

Check our upcoming bulletins & newsletters over for information on the following events:

*Trick or Trick Night-October 31 RICKOTREy
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*Church Bazaar—Novembel" 8 #CHuWCHQ
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See Larry & Susie Arner, or Teri & Don Delich
regarding the Bazaar. \B A\*'M A‘JP,I?T

DONATIONS NEEDED!

*Children’s Christmas Shopping-Dec. 13

*Christmas Pageant Q’- ‘
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' CHRISTMAS PAGEANT"

*Christmas Poinsettia Flower Orders

*Christmas Eve Service — 10pm

L Blasaladl (VI AD LV E

GAINIDIBBIG LT SERY ICE




